
   

 

European business must not be
complicit in Amazon ecocide

Share

A new report from Amazon Watch has shown that European companies have played

a direct role in financing firms that fuel the destruction of the Brazilian Amazon under

the country’s new president Jair Bolsonaro.

European Green Party Committee Member Tom Waitz made the following comment

in response to the report:

“European firms cannot be allowed to be complicit in the destruction of the Amazon

rainforest, which is not only a natural wonder but also one of our greatest

guarantees against spiralling greenhouse gases.

“Bolsonaro is a renowned climate sceptic and cannot be entrusted to protect Brazil’s

precious rainforest against unscrupulous business interests.   Under his watch, as

long as there are lucrative financial incentives such as exploiting cattle ranching and

soy production, the rainforest will be plundered. 
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“Europe must take action to ensure that it is not a partner in crime in this

unforgivable act of ecocide.  European firms must come clean on their dealings with

Brazilian companies that violate environmental protection standards and endanger

indigenous populations.  The European Commission and Member States must also

deny access to public tenders to those companies that fail to respect environmental

standards. We cannot spend billions of taxpayers' money fighting climate change

whilst simultaneously investing in firms that continue to exploit our natural

environment. Guarantees must be put in place so that neither products sold in the

EU, nor the financial markets underpinning them, are destroying the rainforest that is

crucial to the global ecosystem.”

Background: The report details a series of prominent European corporate

buyers and investors that have business ties to unscrupulous Brazilian

companies.  Among the companies are dozens of name brand investors,

including Credit Suisse, Commerzbank , BNP Paribas and Barclays as well as

asset managers like BlackRock and Vanguard.  The findings reveal the role of

foreign economic actors in driving agro-industrial expansion into tropical

forests.
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"It's wonderful that the climate

movement has finally awakened.

Greens have been talking about

climate change for a long time and

they thought we were crazy. Today

all parties discuss the crisis. The

question is: what have they done to

 ago

“"A confident, expanded Green

group in its parliament would

guide policy in a rational, anti-

carbon direction, and champion

the cause of progressive

internationalism"”

“https://t.co/sow5a3LW6B”

@europeangreens · 1 hour ago

“RT @debatingeurope: Voting in

the #EUElections2019 starts

tomorrow! Who are you voting for?

https://t.co/bzTGbtfU3p

#ThisTimeImVoting https…”

@europeangreens · 2 hours ago

I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE REGULAR EGP NEWSLETTER

I ACCEPT THE EGP PRIVACY POLICY

https://europeangreens.eu/content/european-business-must-not-be-complicit-amazon-ecocide 22/05/2019 09=53
Página 4 de 8



CHIP IN TODAY TO HELP US BUILD A GREENER EUROPE!

DONATE

ORGANISATION

About

History

Councils

Congresses

Finance Advisory Board

Amendments Committee

Conciliation Panel

PEOPLE

Committee

Team

Vacancies

Traineeships

NETWORKS AND WORKING GROUPS

NETWORKS

https://europeangreens.eu/content/european-business-must-not-be-complicit-amazon-ecocide 22/05/2019 09=53
Página 5 de 8



Balkan

Gender

Tilt!

Queer

Local Councillors

Seniors

WORKING GROUPS

Foreign and Security Policy

Future of Europe

Trade

GUIDELINES

Charter

Statutes

Rulebook

Finances

Privacy Policy

OUR POSITIONS

Positions

Resolutions

Policy Papers

Manifesto

https://europeangreens.eu/content/european-business-must-not-be-complicit-amazon-ecocide 22/05/2019 09=53
Página 6 de 8



MEMBER PARTIES

NEWS

News

Press Releases

Brand Assets

Communications Team

EVENTS

CAMPAIGNS

Fossil Fuel Divestment

DONATE

https://europeangreens.eu/content/european-business-must-not-be-complicit-amazon-ecocide 22/05/2019 09=53
Página 7 de 8



Rue Wiertz 31

B-1050 Brussels, Belgium

T +32 (0) 2 626 07 20

info@europeangreens.eu
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